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equipment for the battle of life; and in the course of
its life these may undergo certain modifications and
differentiations.

To attempt to give any further account of the nature
of these conative dispositions would be to enter upon
a province of metaphysical speculation, and is a task
not demanded of psychology. I will only say in this
connection that we may perhaps describe all living things
as expressions or embodiments of what we may vaguely
name, with Schopenhauer, Will, or, with Bergson, the
vital impulsion (felan vitaF), or, more simply, life; and
each specifically directed conative tendency we may
regard as a differentiation of this fundamental will-to-live,
conditioned by a conative disposition. At the standpoint
of empirical science, we must accept these conative dis-
positions as ultimate facts, not capable of being analysed
or of being explained by being shown to be instances of
any wider more fundamental notion. To adopt this view
is to assert that the facts of behaviour, the empirical
data of psychology, must be explained in terms of funda-
mental conceptions proper to it as an independent science.
The physicist works, and explains his facts, in terms of
the conception of mechanical process, not necessarily
concerning himself with the metaphysical problem that
underlies this conception; for example, he accepts as
an ultimate fact the tendency of a moving mass to continue
to move in a straight line without change of velocity.
In a similar manner the psychologist may work, and
explain his facts, in terms of the conception of purposive
or appetitive process. The physicist studies mechanical
processes of all kinds in order to arrive at the most general
laws of mechanical process ; and his explanation of any
one fact of observation consists in exhibiting it as an
instance of the operation of such general laws ; that is, in
showing that it conforms to the type, that it may be
analytically regarded as a conjunction of simple mechanical

Processes obeying the most general laws of mechanism,
ust in the same way the psychologist has to study appeti-
tive processes of all kinds and of all degrees of complexity,
in order to ascertain the most general laws of appetitive